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Re-Opening Plan for St. Paul Lutheran School, McAllen, TX 

Grades Pre-K through 8 

The coronavirus remains with us. A return to school will look different. St. Paul 

Lutheran families, students, and staff will need to be flexible and reasonable, 

understanding that the priority of protecting the health of our students may require 

changes in procedures, sometimes with minimal notice. 

School will look different than it did before March 13, 2020. To best protect the health of 

and safety of our students, St. Paul will abide by recommendations from the 

Department of Health and other knowledgeable governmental agencies.  Whatever the 

circumstances, we remain committed to providing a loving, Christian environment 

which supports the whole child and his/her family. 

While it is our goal to prepare and plan as best as we possibly can, all plans are subject 

to change based on government, CDC, and Health Department recommendations. 

Please note situations may arise where adjustments must be made quickly - as such, 

communication is key and families are asked to regularly monitor their email and text 

messages. 

 

Operational Items:  

Instruction 

Students will be encouraged to practice spatial distancing and the staff will minimize 

the number of students who they encounter regularly. 

1. Each classroom will have desks arranged in a manner for students to maintain 

spatial distance. No more than 22 students will group together in a typical 

classroom space. Each classroom will allow approximately 45 square feet of 

space per person. 

2. All students will be taught in self-contained classes. Teachers will rotate between 

classes while students stay in one room to minimize encountering others in the 

hallways. 

3. Students will not be brought together in the gym or cafeteria during the school 

day. 

4. Students will be brought together on Wednesday mornings for chapel in 

alternating groups, however they will sit with only their class and maintain a 

safe distance from other classroom groups in the sanctuary. Each Wednesday, 

half of our students will attend chapel in the sanctuary while the other half will 

watch the Live Stream in their classroom. The 2 groups will switch for the next 

week. 
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Health and Hygiene Practices 

1. Teachers and staff will self-screen for COVID-19 symptoms before coming onto 

campus. All students should be screened by a parent or family member for 

symptoms before coming onto campus. 

2. Every teacher, staff member, and student will be temperature checked when they 

arrive on campus, every day. 

3. Hand sanitizer stations will be available at every entrance and students and staff 

are asked to use hand sanitizer or go directly to the restroom to wash hands with 

soap and water as soon as they arrive to campus. 

4. Students and teachers are encouraged to sanitize and/or wash hands frequently. 

This includes before and after recess, lunch, PE, and using the restroom. 

5. Students and staff should cover coughs and sneezes with a tissue. Used tissues 

go directly into the trash and hands should be washed immediately or hand 

sanitizer should be used. 

6. Students will be continually instructed in good handwashing techniques and 

given frequent opportunities to wash their hands.  

7. Face coverings are required for anyone entering the building. Teachers, staff, and 

students must wear face coverings in common areas, like hallways and 

bathroom. Teachers, staff, and students are encouraged to use face coverings in 

the classrooms. Extra face coverings will be available for students who may have 

forgotten their face covering at home or it becomes damaged during the school 

day. 

8. All classrooms, bathrooms, and common areas will be cleaned and disinfected 

daily. Anti-viral static disinfectant will be sprayed in the building monthly. 

 

Other Operational Considerations 

1. Face coverings are required for anyone entering the building. Teachers, staff, and 

students must keep their face coverings on at all times when in common areas, 

like the cafeteria, hallways, office, and sanctuary. 

2. No parents or other non-essential adults will be permitted on campus. Parents 

and family members may do business in the front office. 

3. At the beginning of the day, all students will enter through the cafeteria doors. 

These doors will be open from 7:00 am to 8:00 am. Two staff members will be at 

the door to check temperatures with infrared thermometers. After 8:00 am, 

students must enter campus through the main entrance doors. 

a. Students who arrive between 7:00 am and 7:30 am will remain in the 

cafeteria under staff supervision. At 7:30 am, classroom teachers will take 

their students to the classrooms. Pledges, prayer, and announcements will 

occur at 8:05 am over the phone intercom system. 
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b. From 7:30 am until 8:00 am, students will enter through the cafeteria doors 

and head straight to the classroom. Students must maintain spatial 

distancing while in the hallways. 

4. At the end of the day, students in Pre-K and K will be brought to the gym, as 

well as any class of a teacher on car lane duty. All other students will remain in 

their classrooms. Students in the gym will be supervised and will maintain at 

least 12 feet distance between groups. Parents may wait outside at the gym doors 

or stay in their vehicle and come through the pick-up lane. Parents/family 

members may not enter the building. Teachers will send individual students 

from their classrooms as parents arrive for pick up. Students must maintain 

spatial distancing while in the hallways. 

5. Students will eat lunch at their desks in the classroom. If they purchased a school 

lunch, it will be delivered to their classroom in a disposable to-go container. To 

maintain distance between student groups and other adults in the building, 

lunches cannot be brought to school during the school day. Students need to 

either bring their lunch with them at the beginning of the day or eat a school 

lunch. 

6. Only 1 grade level at a time will be permitted in each area of the playground. The 

main playground will have 2 separate areas for students to play, as well as using 

the soccer field for recess time. Students are encouraged to maintain spatial 

distance while playing. 

 

Positive Cases and Teachers, Staff, or Students Showing COVID-19 Symptoms: 

1. A sick-room has been assigned to isolate any person who shows COVID-19 

symptoms while at school.  

2. The classroom/area used by a sick person (student, teacher, or staff) will be 

closed off immediately and remain closed until it can be fully disinfected. An 

alternative classroom has been designated for use until the main classroom has 

been cleaned. 

3. If a positive case is identified, the school will identify any individuals who had 

regular or close contact with the affected person. This will include the entire class 

and potential other teachers and staff. 

a. Individuals – including students, teachers, staff, or other campus 

personnel – who have had close contact with someone who is lab-

confirmed to have COVID-19, will need to stay home through the 14-day 

incubation period, and will not be allowed on campus. 

i. If an entire classroom is exposed, home-based learning will begin 

on the first weekday of the 14-day incubation period. Teachers will 

utilize Microsoft Office, Notebook, Teams, etc. to provide learning 

opportunities for students at home. 
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4. All students will receive written notification if a positive COVID-19 case is 

identified. The school will also notify the local health department. 

5. Any teacher, staff member, or student who experiences any of the symptoms of 

COVID-19 (listed below) should self-isolate until the below conditions have 

been met. 

a. In the case of an individual who was diagnosed POSITIVE with COVID-

19, the individual may return to school when all four of these criteria are 

met: 

i. At least three days (72 hours) have passed since recovery (no fever 

without medications);  

ii. The individual has improvement in symptoms (e.g. cough, 

shortness of breath); 

iii. At least ten days have passed since symptoms first appeared; 

iv. And, they have received a NEGATIVE COVID-19 test result. 

b. In the case of an individual who has symptoms that could be COVID-19, 

the individual is assumed to have COVID-19, and the individual may 

not return to school until they have completed the same four-step 

criteria listed above; or 

c. If the individual has symptoms that could be COVID-19 and wants to 

return to school before completing the above self-isolation period, the 

individual must obtain a medical professional’s note clearing the 

individual for return, either based on a negative COVID-19 test or an 

alternative diagnosis. 

6. Any student, teacher, or staff member living with someone who experiences any 

of the symptoms of COVID-19, whether they have a positive COVID-19 test or 

not, should self-isolate until the above conditions have been met. If they do not 

experience any COVID-19 symptoms during that period, they can return to 

school. If they experience symptoms, they must self-isolate until the conditions 

outlined above have been met. 

7. COVID-19 Symptoms for Screening: 

a. Cough; shortness of breath or difficulty breathing; chills; repeated shaking 

with chills; muscle pain; headache; sore throat; loss of taste or smell; 

diarrhea; feeling feverish or a measured temperature greater than or equal 

to 100.0 degrees Fahrenheit; known close contact with a person who is lab 

confirmed to have COVID-19. 


